






INSIDE THE PERFECT CIRCLE: The Odyssey Of Joel Thome 

 
FILM SYNOPSIS 

 
An intriguing music documentary about world-traveled composer and conductor Joel 
Thome, “Inside The Perfect Circle” provides a close personal look at Thome’s career 
and philosophy. He collaborated extensively with Frank Zappa arranging the eccentric 
rock icon’s elaborate music for symphony orchestra and rock band. He was awarded a 
Grammy for his work with Zappa and guitarist Steve Vai, and was also nominated for a 
Pulitzer Prize. He composed the music to Pablo Picasso's only play, and completed 
many other projects furthering modern music. After suffering a debilitating stroke in 
1998, Joel lost the use of his left arm and was forced to undergo years of recovery.  
Using music as a resource for healing, he was able to resume composing and returned 
to the stage to perform his graphically notated mandala scores. The performance was 
featured at the Rubin Museum of Art in New York City in September 2009. 
 
Soundtracked by the brilliantly eccentric Scorchio Quartet, the film is filled with modern 
music captured live, emanating a meditative and serene sonic backdrop. Meanwhile, the 
mandala paintings of abstract artist Harry C. Doolittle swell in the background, 
assembling and deconstructing on a big screen in sync to the live concert. The 
documentary includes rehearsal footage, interviews with musicians, colleagues, and 
performers, archival video, and performance footage. The journey of Joel Thome is an 
unusual story of dedication, love, and unquestionable genius; the story of a composer 
who constantly strived to break the mold and explore uncharted territories in music 
and in life. 
 
 
 

SHORT SYNOPSIS 
 

A documentary about Grammy Award winner and Pulitzer Prize nominated composer 
and conductor Joel Thome, who collaborated extensively with rock icon Frank Zappa, 
and also composed for Steve Vai and for Pablo Picasso’s only play. In 1991 Thome 
suffered a debilitating stroke and was paralyzed on the left side of his body, but by using 
music as a resource for healing, he was able to return to the stage with a new project, 
his graphically notated mandala scores. With performance by The Scorchio Quartet, and 
animated mandala artwork by abstract painter Harry C. Doolittle, “Inside The Perfect 
Circle” is a feast for the senses. 











INSIDE THE PERFECT CIRCLE: The Odyssey Of Joel Thome 

 
QUOTES & REVIEWS 

 
 
"Joel Thome is no square and he has the hyperdimensional mandala compositions to 
prove it. Chris Pepino's "Inside the Perfect Circle: The Odyssey of Joel Thome" 
demystifies this cosmic love child of Karlheinz Stockhausen and Frank Zappa, offering 
sensitive insight into the work and artistic rebirth, through music therapy, of one of the 
more intriguing semi-underground composer-conductors of his generation." 

- Richard Gehr (Rolling Stone, Spin, The Village Voice) 
 
 
"It is truly a moving story about Joel and his vision, talent and struggles--but also--a 
superb piece of filmmaking. The choices of where major events were presented --
worked beautifully and seamlessly." 

- Carole Sorell (Former Assistant Commissioner Of Cultural Affairs, NYC) 
 
 
"It's brilliant... (not just sayin' it cause I'm in it either!)"  

- Martha Mooke (Scorchio Quartet) 
 
 
"This wonderful documentary is about Grammy Award winner and Pulitzer Prize 
nominated composer and conductor Joel Thome... with a performance by The Scorchio 
Quartet, and animated mandala artwork by abstract painter Harry C. Doolittle, ‘Inside 
The Perfect Circle’ is a feast for the senses" 

- Albert Nigrin (Executive Director, New Jersey Film Festival) 
 
 
 

AWARDS 
 

WINNER - BEST SHORT DOCUMENTARY FILM 
30th Annual New Jersey Film Festival 2011 

 
WINNER - AUDIENCE AWARD 
DocMiami International Film Festival 2011 

 
FINALIST - MOST INSPIRATIONAL DOCUMENTARY 
DocMiami International Film Festival 2011 
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